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Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire Results 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish of Berrick Salome was initially discussed at a Parish Council 
meeting in 2016, when it was decided to begin the process of producing a Neighbourhood Plan.   
Subsequently, ten parishioners, signatories below, volunteered to join a Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Committee to manage the process of producing it. 
 
It was important to us that the Neighbourhood Plan represented the views of all those who live and 
work in our Parish.  To do so we created a Questionnaire to gather this information.  
 
While the Neighbourhood Plan will be written under the auspices of the Parish Council, it will be 
based on the views of all those who live in the hamlets of Berrick Prior, Berrick Salome, Roke and 
Rokemarsh.  As was made public at the beginning of the process, all parishioners received the Ques-
tionnaire to gauge local views on certain critical issues. 
 
This Questionnaire was delivered to all homes in the Parish.  The Neighbourhood Plan will be a docu-
ment for the future and will reflect the community's wishes for forthcoming decades. 
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Parish of Berrick Salome: Residents’ Feedback from NP Questionnaire 

The feedback from the specific responses to questions asked in the Questionnaire and comments made (as 
invited so to do in the Questionnaire) by respondents can be summarised thus.  

PART A: OVERVIEW 

There was a very high level of engagement. 172 questionnaires were completed from 112 households repre-
senting 86% of the households in the Parish.  

The big messages expressed very clearly were: 

1) Parishioners like living in the Parish very much and wish it to remain very much as it is, while recognis-
ing the need for some modest development to occur. 103 comments from 72 separate households 
expressed this view and 71% of the respondents to the questionnaire replied that they liked living in 
the Parish enormously (5 on the scale of 1-5) and 27% gave the same question a score of 4.  The re-
maining 2% gave a score of 3. 

2) There is serious concern about worsening traffic speeds and volumes along the lanes in the Parish and 
the negative effect from developments in Chalgrove and Benson on the current situation in this re-
gard. The responses collated from the question on page 6 of the questionnaire "in the context of 
traffic flows in the Parish, how important are the following?" clearly underline the importance 
attributed to this element of life in the Parish (see 3 below). 

3) Parishioners value the ability to walk (and to a lesser extent ) ride cycles and horses around the Parish 
but are very concerned about the safety of so doing. They want the infrastructure that supports such 
activity to be improved, as they see the dangers involved in such activities as very significant. Provi-
sion of pavements and footpaths were mentioned by many.  

4) A surprising number (43 in number) of comments received referred to the lack of facilities 
(particularly low-cost starter housing) for young people to live in the village in the context of saying 
that this situation should be remedied. This was not a question specifically raised in the questionnaire. 
Perversely (as mentioned below) the comments made are inconsistent with the answers given to the 
question on page 6 of the questionnaire which did not call for more high-density starter homes.  

5) Parishioners value very much the rural nature of the Parish and seek to retain the green spaces in and 
around it and the link to agriculture.  

                                 ------------------------------------ 
In terms of the detail of the responses.  

The households who responded lived predominantly (92%) in owner occupied houses. 88% were detached 
properties and 84% had between 3&5 bedrooms.  

48% of the respondents were over 55 years of age and 27% were 35-55 years old. 26% were under 35. 

Many (27%) had lived in the Parish for over 30 years and (42%) for between 10 and 30 years. 

Every respondent owned at least one car -- mostly 2. This is underlined by the fact that 94% of respond-
ents use their car to shop, mostly in Benson. 

Most (93%) respondents were happy with their houses and those that were not, were split between down 
sizers (36%) and those looking to move to larger premises (64%). 

The vast majority (90%) envisaged staying in the parish for the foreseeable future. 

As many responders walked around the Parish as drove and, surprisingly, they walked about as regularly as 
they drove. Unsurprisingly most commuters drove. 

A surprisingly large number (25) of responders have travel difficulties and wish for better public transport 
facilities.  

34% of respondents would welcome a shop in the Parish but apart from that, the majority were fearful of 
housing (63%) developments or developments of light industrial units (81%). 

The vast majority were very fearful of large scale housing developments (85%) or commercial develop-
ments (91%) close to the Parish.  
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Most (63%) were against housing development in the Parish. If there were to be any such development 
there was no clear direction as to what sort of housing was preferable with " large family homes in their 
own land" and " homes suitable for the elderly " being more acceptable than " high density starter homes" 
or "homes available for rental". It is noteworthy that the response to this question conflicts with the strong 
message reflected elsewhere that facilities for the young to live in the village should be encouraged (see 4 
above). 

The current community facilities in the Parish were all valued equally with a slight bias to the pubs but 
there was a strong message that the rural and farming  nature of the Parish was very important to respond-
ents.  

There was considerable concern expressed about the effect of development proposals in Chalgrove and 
Benson on traffic in the lanes through the Parish and also the fact that commercial vehicle weight limits did 
not seem to be being enforced.  

Attached to this section of the plan is a series of graphical representations of the actual answers received from 
the questions asked in the questionnaire together with a note summarising the comments made by respondents 
(not all of which are reflected in this summary).  

Resident’s Feedback (Continued) 
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Date  Event Text (in italics) from Minutes or Email, plus other milestones 

Sep 01 2016 PC Meeting Derek Shaw is arranging a meeting on 29.9.16 when an expert from SODC will talk 
to us about how to produce a plan and its advantages and disadvantages. 

Sep 29 NP Introductory 

Meeting 

Simon Rowberry (SODC) introduced NPs and an NP team was established from 
parishioners. 

Jan 12 2017 PC Meeting The parish will convene and start work on Jan 31st. This start has been delayed to 
allow SODC to recruit suitable staff to help us. 

Mar 09 PC Meeting We have now obtained the necessary mapping software, so should very shortly be 
in a position to prepare maps for discussing with the two neighbouring parishes. 

May 11 PC Meeting We have formally submitted our NP application to SODC and await their response. 
NP team members are drafting out sections of the plan and a consultation docu-
ment is being prepared. The latter will be distributed to everyone in the Parish and 
the results used to help the NP team formulate the plan to represent the views of 
parishioners. 

7 to 14 July Draft questionnaire sent to SODC for comment; encouraging feedback received  

July 13 PC Meeting 

July 13 2017 

We are preparing a questionnaire for issue to all parishioners in the autumn. Re-
sponses to this will serve as a basis for our developing Neighbourhood Plan. 

Aug 27 Email to all 
parishioners 

To get the process under way, we’ll be asking for your views shortly via a question-
naire, which will be delivered to every home in the parish. Your answers to this will 
be used to help us construct a Neighbourhood Plan which will reflect the wishes of 
the parish. 

Please help us by ensuring that you complete the questionnaire. 

Sep 01 Distribution of Questionnaire forms to all in parish as hard copy 

Sep 13 to 30 Display boards set up throughout the parish (see next page)  

Sep 20 Email to all 
parishioners 

Please don’t forget to complete the Parish Questionnaire. Only 30% of households 
have returned their envelope so far. 

The Neighbourhood Plan will be designed to reflect the views of all parishioners. To 
be valid, the questionnaire must be taken seriously by all.  

If you have mislaid your form, you can download a copy from this link. 

Sep 28 PC Meeting The NP team have applied for a grant and produced a questionnaire, for which re-
sponses are due by end-September. A total of 66 envelopes from the 130 proper-
ties in the parish, containing 102 forms have been received to date and it is hoped 
that this number will increase substantially as the deadline approaches. 

Sep 28 Email to all 
parishioners 

The Neighbourhood Plan team have received returns from only half the properties 
in the Parish and the deadline for receiving them is the last day of the month (Sat 
31

st
). 

To get an accurate picture of what we all would like the plan to say, we really need 
a full response. So, if you haven’t had a chance to complete the questionnaire, 
please do so in the next day or two. 

Completed forms can be returned to either pub or to a member of the Neighbour-
hood Plan team; the members can be seen in the copy addresses of this email.  

If you have mislaid your form, spare forms will be available at the Parish Council 
meeting in the Village Hall tonight, starting at 8:15pm. We do hope you can come. 

Oct 02 Email to all 
parishioners 

We've had an exceptionally good response rate at 84%, by household -- do anyone 
in the remaining 16% want one last chance to make your thoughts known, so that 
they can be reflected in the Plan? We'll input any further completed questionnaires 
received by next Sunday Oct 8

th
. 

Oct 04 Responses from  the 130 properties in the parish is 110, giving a response rate of 85%. A few more 

responses may be received by the extended deadline of Oct 8th.  

PART B: Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire History 

https://663f3f8b-a-62cb3a1a-s-sites.googlegroups.com/site/berrickandroke/parish-council/neighbourhood-plan/NP%20Consultation%20-%20FINAL.PDF?attachauth=ANoY7cr4s8MauogVFdpuAcntCK2mpnMn_vXm5BbsVvxtZg1qvbVXY9Zmnb0OwxJHlUIJK0WSjpRBeC5xs-JIXQnsopuRImamWz3taZGBnTN
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PART B: Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire History—Displays 

The Triangle 

Entrance to Rokemarsh Entrance to Roke 

Entrance to Berrick Salome 
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PART C: Questionnaire Statistics 

Number of forms returned  172 

Number of envelopes returned  112 

Response from properties  86% 
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Part C: Base Data (Continued) 
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Part C:  Base Data (Continued) 
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Part C: Behaviour 
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Part C: Behaviour (Continued) 
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Part C: Behaviour (Continued) 
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Part C: Views 
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Part C: Views (Continued) 
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Part C: Views (Continued) 
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1) Stay as is--we love it--we understand there will be small developments  103 

2) Concern about traffic speeds and volumes 49 

3) More facilities for young people particularly low cost and starter homes and shared ownership op-
portunities 

43 

4) Better footpaths and pavements to make walking safer 22 

5) Better public transport/ bus services 22 

6) Concern about Benson and Chalgrove developments on our doorstep  21 

7) Importance of rural environment and farming on our doorstep  24 

8) No more houses allowed at all 11 

  

OTHER MESSAGES (WITH 10 OR FEWER COMMENTS)  

More medium sized family houses 10 

Houses to downsize to in the parish please 9 

Sort out the potholes 9 

Enforce weight limit on lorries in parish 9 

Design of new houses is important 8 

Can we have a local shop? 8 

No development till sewage sorted out 8 

Keep hamlets separate and distinct 7 

Affordable rental properties in parish 7 

No developments on paddocks/ green fields 5 

Overflying helicopters from Benson 4 

Different and more events please 4 

Keep it safe for horse riding 3 

Self-build plots would be nice 2 

Communication could be improved 2 

Too many old people in parish 2 

Not safe for kids 1 

  

  

  

  

PART D: Summary of Individual Comments 

In terms of methodology for this summary, comments made from all respondents (rather than all properties) 
have been taken. Where there are duplicate comments made from the same person, but in answer to differ-
ent questions, then they are removed. That means, to the extent that there is agreement and accord within a 
household and both parties have responded with similar comments, then the views expressed here may be 
exaggerated. 

Not all respondents made comments -- some relied on their replies to the questions to give their views.  

MAIN MESSAGES (MORE THAN 10 COMMENTS) 
No. comments 
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Improve mobile coverage 1 

Stop cycle races through village 1 

No bonfires before 6 pm 1 

Street lights 1 

No kerbs/ pavements 1 

No parking on roads 1 

Not safe for kids 1 

Improve mobile coverage 1 

Stop cycle races through village 1 

No bonfires before 6 pm 1 

Street lights 1 

No kerbs/ pavements 1 

No parking on roads 1 

Preserve parking for Weller Close 1 

Sort out parking near band hut 1 

Remove tyre from Parsonage Farm 1 

More potholes to slow traffic 1 

No social housing 1 

PART D: Summary of Individual Comments (continued) 

Of the families who responded re travel to school, 16 use a car exclusively,11 use buses (some take the car to 
the bus stop and 1 makes every possible effort to walk or cycle subject only on weather).  
 
We were surprised by the strength of feeling re the young, the lack of public transport, and the desire to have 
pavements as much as we were surprised by the apparent apathy about Benson and Chalgrove. Maybe the 
concern about those two developments is expressed in the issue of traffic calming which, here, gets appropri-
ate prominence. 
 
We were also struck by the number who were keen to express their contentment and the high proportion of 
those who said that " nothing stands still"-- endorsing modest change. Only 9 respondents (from 8 individual 
households) said " no more houses at all". 


